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2.1 Introduction 

 
2.1.1 This Chapter describes the design rules and their 

application for directional information signs for use on 
motorways and national, regional and local roads in 
Ireland.  Further information on the use of the Manual is 
given in Chapter 1.   

 
2.1.2 For the purposes of this Manual: 

 Shall or must indicates that a particular requirement 
is mandatory; 

 Should indicates a recommendation; and 

 May indicates an option. 

 
2.1.3 For the purpose of this Chapter óOverseeing 

Organisationô is defined as either the National Roads 
Authority (NRA) for national roads or the Department of 
Transport (DoT) for regional and local roads. 
 

2.1.4 Design rules and guidelines for variable message signs 
and other information signs are outlined in Chapters 3 
and 4 respectively. 
 

2.1.5 Road traffic signs inform road users and provide 
direction, warning and guidance needed for the safe and 
efficient operation of traffic.  Directional information signs 
are those which advise drivers of the correct route to 
their destination. 
 

2.1.6 In this Chapter the guidelines have been split, for ease of 
use, to cover: 

 Grade-separated carriageways: 

Motorways; 

Dual carriageways; 

 At-grade carriageways, including at-grade dual 
carriageways and all single carriageway roads; and 

 Signs for orbital routes in urban areas. 

 
2.1.7 Unlike most other traffic signs, each directional 

information sign needs to be designed individually.  
However, for traffic to be directed safely and efficiently, it 
is vital that signs be consistent, clear and provide 
continuity of information.  This Chapter, therefore, 
provides rules for the design of the sign faces on 
directional information signs and also gives guidelines for 
their deployment. 
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2.1.8 This Chapter describes the technical standards that 
should be adopted in the majority of situations.  These 
include: 

a) The colour of directional signs will be appropriate to 
the route travelled and the route indicated.  The 
relationship between the road hierarchy and colour 
coding of signs is defined in Section 2.2; 

b) A destination, once shown on a sign should be 
continued along the route until either the destination 
itself is reached or a turning for it is passed; 

c) The alphabet and text size (denoted by the óxô-height) 
and the positioning of signs are determined by the 
type of road.  See Section 2.3; and 

d) Where a road has a number, it should always be 
indicated, with M, N, R or L depending on the 
classification of the road.  The continuity of route 
number signing is particularly important to enable 
through-traffic on main routes to negotiate the dense 
urban areas of the larger cities and towns. 

 
2.1.9 Examples of sign face designs demonstrating the 

application of the different background colours, patches, 
panels, symbols, etc. are contained in subsequent 
Sections.  Dimensions (in óstroke widthsô ï see Section 
2.3) and dashed red construction lines are displayed to 
assist understanding and should not appear on 
manufactured signs. 

 
2.1.10 Directional information signs belong to one of six groups:  

a) Stack Type Advance Direction Signs (ADS) for T-
junctions or staggered junctions, giving road users 
advance information of the destinations available 
from the next junction; 

 
 
 
 
 
 

b) Map Type Advance Direction Signs for grade-
separated interchanges and roundabouts, giving 
road users advance information about the 
destinations available from the next junction together 
with an indication of the junction layout; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Figure 2.1.1:  
Typical Stack and Map 

Type Advance Direction 
Signs 
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c) Direction Signs (also known as Flag Signs) giving the 
route information or junction number at the point of 
manoeuvre at the junction; 

 

 

d) Overhead Gantry and Exit Taper Gantry Signs, which 
provide advance direction and directional information 
on overhead structures; 

 
 
 
 

e) Route Confirmatory, Route Marker and Route 
Direction Signs give information and confirmation 
about the route and destinations ahead; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

f) Other directional information signs giving additional 
information, such as the Next Exit Sign providing a 
menu of destinations available at the next exit and 
the Lane Destination Sign which gives drivers an 
indication of which lane they should be in to reach 
their specific destination. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.1.11 On motorways and national routes directional signing will 

encompass a combination of all six groups of signs.  
Details as to where the different groups of signs are 
required are given in Section 2.2, which covers the 
principles of directional signing and the circumstances in 
which each type of directional information sign should be 
provided. 

 
2.1.12 Any layout of signs for a particular junction must satisfy 

the basic requirements described in this Chapter. 
 
2.1.13 A diagram showing the different types of directional 

information signs for use on various classes of road is 
shown in Figure 2.1.3. 

 

 
 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2.1.2:  
Typical Directional 
Information Signs 
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APPROVAL PROCESS 
 
2.1.14 The prior written approval of the Overseeing 

Organisation is required for the erection, removal or 
modification of directional signs.  The NRA Traffic Signs 
Approvals Procedure (available on the NRA web site) 
explains the level of detail, drawings and schedules that 
are required to be submitted for approval to the National 
Roads Authority. 

 
2.1.15 Since the permanent signage requirements may differ 

from the temporary requirements during a road 
improvement scheme, consideration should be given to 
both sets of requirements at an early stage in relation to 
the coordination and phasing of the works. 

 
 
SIGN MOUNTING 
 
2.1.16 Directional Signs should be positioned at the distance 

from an intersection indicated in Section 2.3.  Deviation 
by more than 10% from the distances recommended 
shall only be permitted with the prior written approval of 
the Overseeing Organisation. 

 
2.1.17 Adequate provision shall be made for the installation of 

directional signs on all new or improved roads, especially 
at roundabouts, splitter islands and verges.   Due to the 
sizes of some directional information signs, it is important 
that signs be considered at a sufficiently early stage in 
the design of the road to ensure that adequate space is 
available and that signs do not obstruct visibility.  Safety 
is of paramount importance when choosing sign positions 
and mounting heights. 

 
2.1.18 The safety implications of sign supports should be a 

particular consideration on roads with speeds greater 
than 80km/h. 

 
2.1.19 Further guidance on the siting and mounting of signs is 

provided in Chapter 1. 
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Figure 2.1.3: 
Hierarchy of Directional Information Signs
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2.2 General Principles of Sign Design 

 

2.2.1 Directional signs provide information and guidance 
needed for the safe and efficient movement of traffic.  To 
be effective, a sign should meet the following basic 
requirements: 

a) Command attention;  

b) Convey a clear, consistent and concise message;  

c) Provide continued information to the destination; and  

d) Give adequate time for an appropriate response. 

 
2.2.2 This Section defines the general principles of design for 

directional information signs, ensuring that a clearly 
legible, uniform, continuous message is conveyed and 
that drivers will be in no doubt as to the route they need 
to follow in order to reach their destination.  The layout, 
placement, and consistency are aspects that must be 
considered carefully when designing a sign.  

 
2.2.3 A destination, once included on a sign, must be 

continued through to the destination and the correct 
colours must be used to provide ease of legibility by the 
road user, as this is vital to their effectiveness.  
Consideration should be given to achieving a clear and 
aesthetically balanced sign. 

 
 
THE ROAD HIERARCHY AND COLOUR CODING 
 
2.2.4 The background colour of the different types of sign 

varies and is one of the following: 

a) The background colours for Direction and Stack 
Type signs depend on the classification of the road 
which is being signed; and 

b) The background colour for most other directional 
information signs depends on the classification of 
the road where it is located. 

 
2.2.5 The road classifications are:  

 National Primary Roads  
These roads are generally the major long-distance 
through routes linking principal cities, large towns, ports 
and airports.  They serve major geographical regions and 
a high percentage of the total population.  They are 
designated by a number with a prefix N and have a 
green background.  Motorways are essentially part of the 
national primary route system and are designated by a 
number with a prefix M and indicated on a blue 
background. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2.2.1: 
Examples of Sign 

Background Colour 
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 National Secondary Roads  
These roads are generally medium-distance through 
routes serving medium to large geographical areas.  
They are designated by a number with a prefix N and 
indicated on a green background. 
 

 Regional Roads  
These roads are the main feeder routes for national 
primary and national secondary routes linking 
geographical areas over long distances.  They are 
designated by a number with an R prefix and indicated 
on a white background. 
 

 Local Roads 
Local roads include all remaining rural and urban roads.  
They are designated by a number with an L prefix (or are 
not numbered) and are indicated on a white background. 

 
2.2.6 The colour schemes to be used for the different 

classifications are shown in Table 2.2.1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Table 2.2.1: Colour Schemes for Directional Information Signs 

 
 

Route 
Indicated 

Background 
Colour 

Colour of Text, 
Border, Arrows and 

Chevrons 

Colour of 
Route Number 

Example 

National 
Primary 
Motorway 

(M) 

BLUE WHITE WHITE 

 

National 
Primary  

(N) 

GREEN WHITE YELLOW 

 

National 
Secondary 

(N) 

GREEN WHITE YELLOW 

 

Regional 

(R) 
WHITE BLACK BLACK 

 

Local 

(L) 
WHITE BLACK BLACK 
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WHEN TO PROVIDE DIRECTIONAL SIGNS 

 

2.2.7 The type of signage required at a junction depends upon 
the type of junction, i.e. the classification of the 
intersecting roads. 

 
2.2.8 Table 2.2.2 gives guidance as to the signs that should be 

provided at the different types and combinations of 
National road junctions. 

 
2.2.9 Table 2.2.3 gives guidance as to the signs that should be 

provided at the different types and combinations of 
Regional and Local road junctions. 

 
2.2.10 A higher level of signage other than that indicated in 

Tables 2.2.2 and 2.2.3 may be provided to suit specific 
geometric conditions, traffic management or safety 
requirements. 
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Table 2.2.2: When to Provide Directional Signs on National Roads 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Notes: 

(a) In general Advance Direction Signs are provided outside 60km/h areas.  However, Advance Direction Signs may not be required at 
these junctions if the Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) on the minor road is less than 500 vehicles per day.   

(b) Within 60km/h zones Advance Direction Signs are not provided. 

(c) Requirements for Overhead Gantry Signs are described in Sections 2.4 and 2.5. 

(d) When designing directional signs, the requirements in Paragraphs 2.3.58 to 2.3.61 in relation to the ñProximity Ruleò should be 
noted. 

Type of Junction 

Type of Sign 

Advance Direction Signs on 

(Note (b)) 
Direction Signs pointing along Route Confirmatory Signs on  

National Regional Local National Regional Local National Regional Local 

National / National  Yes
(b) 

  Yes   Yes   

National / Regional  Yes
(b) 

Yes
(b) 

 Yes Yes  Yes Yes  

National / 
Local Primary  

Yes
(a)

  Yes
(a)

 Yes  Yes No  No 

National / 
Local Secondary 

No  No Yes  Yes No  No 

National / 
Local Tertiary  

No  No Yes  Yes No  No 

 

Route Confirmatory signs shall be at most 12km apart on National roads and shall be used on such 
roads at the exit of towns/villages with a population greater than 500.   

Route marker plates shall be located midway between consecutive Route Confirmatory signs on 
National roads where the distance between Route Confirmatory signs is greater than 6km.  
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Table 2.2.3: When to Provide Directional Signs on Regional and Local Roads 

 

 

Notes: 

1. Except in exceptional circumstances. 

2. Except where there is a town or village, in which case a Fingerpost Sign (see Section 2.6) should be used.  At all other locations the Local Road 
Number Plate is to be provided. 

3. Except in exceptional cases where a Fingerpost Sign may be required for a significant local feature. 

4. Where all roads at a junction are Local roads the following criteria are appropriate for Direction Signs:  

(a) Low-level Direction Signs should be provided on Local Primary roads;  

(b) Fingerpost Signs may be provided, where required, on Local Secondary roads and in exceptional circumstances on Local Tertiary roads.  

(c) Local Road Number Plates (one on each side of the local road) adjacent to and parallel to the road fence/hedge may be provided. 

5. Except when the junction is a roundabout. 

6. Except on the exit route from a town/village/settlement with a population in excess of 100. 

7. Except on the exit route from a town/village/settlement with a population in excess of 50. 

8. Sign the most important destination or relevant destination, which may be on an adjoining route. 

Type of Junction 

Type of Sign 

Advance Direction 
Signs on 

Direction Signs 
pointing along 

Route Confirmatory Signs 
on  

Route Marker Signs 

on  

Regional Local Regional Local Regional Local Regional Local 

Regional / Regional  Yes  Yes  Yes    No  

Regional / Local Primary Yes 
8
 No 

5
 Yes Yes No 

6
 No Yes No 

Regional / Local Secondary No 
1
 No Yes No 

2
 No 

6
 No No 

7
 No 

Regional / Local Tertiary No  No No No 
3
 No No No

7
 No 

Local / Local  No  Yes 
4
  No  No 

 

Route Confirmatory signs shall be at most 12km apart on Regional roads and shall also be used on such roads at 
the exits of towns and villages with a population of more than 100.  

All public roads will be provided with a road number either within the directional signage where provided or as a 
Local Road Number Plate (see Section 2.6). 
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THE SELECTION OF DESTINATIONS 
 
2.2.11 Directional information signs help drivers to navigate the 

road network by providing information on the destinations 
that may be reached on the route or on an intersecting 
route. 

 
2.2.12 Consistency and continuity of destinations displayed is 

important.  A destination mentioned on one sign should 
be repeated on all subsequent signs until the destination 
or turn-off for it is reached. 

 
2.2.13 The selection of destinations to be displayed on a sign is 

determined by the classification of the route to be signed.  
Table 2.2.4 indicates the types of destinations to be 
displayed on all directional signs according to the 
classification of the route travelled and the route 
intersected.   

 
2.2.14 When the destinations have been selected, they should 

be arranged in distance order with the furthest at the top 
for each direction.  óFurthestô depends on the distance 
along the travelled route or the distance to the junction at 
which the route to the named destination branches off.  
For example, the mainline destinations on the Route 
Confirmatory sign at Junction X in Figure 2.2.2 are Sligo, 
Westport and Galway: Westport is the furthest away in 
kilometres but is positioned below Sligo as Sligo is the 
furthest away on the route travelled.  Also Westport is 
positioned above Galway as junction Z for Westport is 
the next furthest away followed by junction Y for Galway.  
This applies to all types of signs. 

 
2.2.15 The number of destinations on any directional sign 

should be kept to a minimum and in general a maximum 
of four destinations may be signed in any one direction.  
Overall a maximum of seven destinations may be 
displayed on the complete sign. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2.2.2: 
Example of Destinations 
Along a Route and How 

They are Signed 



 
 

   

  November 2010 2/15  

Table 2.2.4: Destinations to be Signed 

 

Notes: 
1.    The table is read by choosing the route travelled and the text shows the destinations to be signed on that route at the type of road intersecting. 
2.    NP = National Primary; NS = National Secondary; ADS = Advance Direction Sign. 
3.    When designing directional signs, the requirements in Paragraphs 2.3.58 to 2.3.61 in relation to the ñProximity Ruleò should be noted. 
4.    Advance Direction Signs may not be required on these junctions if the Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) on the minor road is less than 500 vehicles per day.   

 

 INTERSECTING ROUTE 

R
O

U
T

E
 T

R
A

V
E

L
L

E
D

 

 

National Primary National Secondary Regional Local Primary 

ADS Direction Sign ADS Direction Sign ADS Direction Sign ADS Direction Sign 

N
A

T
IO

N
A

L
 P

R
IM

A
R

Y
 

MANDATORY 
Terminal of NP 
intersected and 
terminal of NP 
travelled.  

MANDATORY 
Destinations as 
per ADS plus 
nearest town 

MANDATORY 
Terminal or 
intermediate 
terminal of NS 
intersected and 
terminal of NP 
travelled 

MANDATORY  
Destinations as 
per ADS  

MANDATORY 
Terminal or next 
significant destination 
along Regional 
intersected and 
terminal of NP 
travelled. 

MANDATORY 
Destinations as 
per ADS 

MANDATORY 
Nearest town or village 
or other relevant 
destination as agreed 
with the Overseeing 
Organisation. 
(See Note 4) 

MANDATORY  
Destinations as 
per ADS 

OPTIONAL 
Next significant 
destination on 
travelled and 
intersected 
routes 

OPTIONAL 
Other town 

OPTIONAL 
Next significant 
destination on 
travelled and 
intersected routes 

OPTIONAL 
Next town 

OPTIONAL 
Another significant 
destination on 
travelled and 
intersected routes 

OPTIONAL 
Other towns 

OPTIONAL 
Next significant 
destination on travelled 
and intersected routes 

OPTIONAL 
Next town 

N
A

T
IO

N
A

L
 S

E
C

O
N

D
A

R
Y

 

MANDATORY 
Terminal of NP 
intersected and 
terminal or 
intermediate 
terminal of NS 
travelled.  One 
destination on 
each 

MANDATORY 
Destinations as 
per ADS plus 
nearest town 

MANDATORY 
Terminal or 
intermediate 
terminal of NS 
intersected and 
terminal or  
intermediate  
terminal of NS 
travelled 

MANDATORY  
Destinations as 
per ADS 

MANDATORY 
Terminal or next 
significant destination 
along Regional 
intersected and 
terminal or 
intermediate terminal 
of NS travelled 

MANDATORY 
Destinations as 
per ADS  

MANDATORY 
No ADS except where 
NS intersects Local road 
as stagger.  If staggered 
junction, terminal or 
intermediate terminal of 
NS travelled 

MANDATORY 
Next significant 
destination 
along Local road 
intersected and, 
if stagger 
junction, as per 
ADS 

OPTIONAL 
Next significant 
destination on 
travelled and 
intersected 
routes 

OPTIONAL 
Other town 

OPTIONAL 
Next significant 
destination on 
travelled and 
intersected routes 

OPTIONAL 
Next town 

OPTIONAL 
Another significant 
town or village on 
travelled and 
intersected routes 

OPTIONAL 
Other towns 

OPTIONAL 
Next town on travelled 
and intersected routes 

OPTIONAL 
Other town 
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Table 2.2.4: Destinations to be Signed (Continued) 

 
Notes (continued): 

5.   Where a local road intersects at a roundabout, an ADS should be provided. 
6.   A óSignificant Destinationô on an intersected or travelled route is defined as any of the following: 

For National Routes  ï Population > 5,000 on a National Primary; 
      ï Population > 1,500 on a National Secondary; 
     ï National / National intersection with population > 500. 

For Regional Routes  ï Population > 500; 
     ï Regional / National intersection with population > 200; 

ï Regional / Regional intersection with population > 200. 
7.   Local Tertiary ï No directional signs unless warranted e.g. interpretive centre. 
8.   Local Secondary ï fingerpost direction sign only to town or village. 
9.   All Local roads to be signed with Local Road Number Plates or Local Road Direction Signs. 

 INTERSECTING ROUTE 

R
O

U
T

E
 T

R
A

V
E

L
L

E
D

 

 

National Primary National Secondary Regional Local Primary 

ADS Direction Sign ADS Direction Sign ADS Direction Sign ADS Direction Sign 

R
E

G
IO

N
A

L
 

MANDATORY 
Terminal of NP 
intersected and if 
stagger junction 
the terminal or 
next significant 
town along 
regional route 
travelled.  

MANDATORY 
Destinations as 
per ADS 

MANDATORY 
Terminal or 
intermediate terminal 
of NS intersected 
and if stagger 
junction terminal or 
next significant 
destination along 
Regional travelled. 

MANDATORY  
Destinations as 
per ADS plus 
next significant 
destination. 
(See Note 6) 

MANDATORY 
The most 
significant town 
or a relevant 
destination as 
agreed with the 
Overseeing 
Organisation. 

MANDATORY 
Destinations as 
per ADS 

MANDATORY 
Nearest town or village or other 
relevant destination as agreed 
with the Overseeing 
Organisation. 

MANDATORY 
Destinations as 
per ADS  

OPTIONAL 
Next significant 
destination on 
travelled and 
intersected routes 

OPTIONAL 
Next town 

OPTIONAL 
Next significant 
destination on 
travelled and 
intersected routes 

OPTIONAL 
Other town 

OPTIONAL 
Other relevant 
town on an 
adjoining 
Regional or 
National route 

OPTIONAL 
Relevant town 
on an adjoining 
route 

OPTIONAL 
Next town 

OPTIONAL 
Additional 
destination if 
beneficial. 

L
O

C
A

L
 No ADS 

(See Note 5) 
Terminal on NP 
intersected and 
next significant 
destination. 

No ADS 
(See Note 5) 

Terminal or listed 
terminal on NS 
intersected and 
next significant 
destination. 
(See Note 6) 

No ADS 
(See Note 5) 

Nearest Town 
and Terminal or 
next significant 
destination on 
Regional 
intersected 
(See Note 6) 

No ADS 
(See Note 5) 

Next significant 
destination on 
Local road 
intersected 
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TERMINAL DESTINATIONS 
 
2.2.16 Destinations on National Primary and National 

Secondary roads are shown in Tables 2.2.5 and 2.2.6 
respectively.  They are towns, cities or ports at the 
terminals of National routes or at the terminals of the 
extended route in the case of cross border routes.  

 

 
 

Table 2.2.5: Terminal Destinations for National Primary Route Signage 

 

National  

Route No. 

Terminal 

Destinations 

Terminal 

Destinations 
Notes 

M 1 

(N 1) 
BELFAST ï Béal Feirste DUBLIN - Áth Cliath Include A1 north of Dundalk 

N 2  

(M 2) 
DERRY - Doire DUBLIN - Áth Cliath 

Include LETTERKENNY ï Leitir 
Ceanainn on Route Confirmatory 
signs from Monaghan northbound 

Include A5 north of Monaghan 

N 3  

(M 3) 

BALLYSHANNON ï 
Béal Átha Seanaidh 

DUBLIN ï Áth Cliath 
Use CAVAN ï An Cabhán as terminal 
from Dublin to Cavan 

N 4 

(M 4) 
SLIGO - Sligeach DUBLIN - Áth Cliath  

N 5 

(N 4, M 4) 

WESTPORT - Cathair 
na Mart 

DUBLIN - Áth Cliath 
Include BALLINA ï Béal an Átha on 

Route Confirmatory signs from 
Longford 

N 6  

(M 4, M 6) 
GALWAY - Gaillimh DUBLIN - Áth Cliath  

N 7 

(M 7) 
LIMERICK - Luimneach DUBLIN - Áth Cliath  

N 8 

(N 7, M 8) 
CORK - Corcaigh  DUBLIN - Áth Cliath  

M9 

(M7) 

WATERFORD - Port 
Láirge 

DUBLIN - Áth Cliath  

N 10 

(N 9) 

KILKENNY - Cill 
Chainnigh 

DUBLIN - Áth Cliath, 
WATERFORD ï Port Láirge 

 

N 11 
WEXFORD - Loch 
Garman 

DUBLIN - Áth Cliath  
Include ROSSLARE ï Ros Láir 
southbound from Wicklow (J16) on 
mainline signage only 

N 12  
MONAGHAN - 
Muineachán 

ARMAGH - Ard Mhacha 
(A3) 

 

N 13  
STRANOLAR - Srath an 
Úrláir 

LIFFORD - Leifear  

N 14 

(N 2) 

LETTERKENNY ï Leitir 
Ceanainn 

DUBLIN - Áth Cliath (A5) Include LIFFORD - Leifear 

N 15 SLIGO - Sligeach DERRY - Doire 
Include LIFFORD ï Leifear (A5) and 

LETTERKENNY ï Leitir Ceanainn 

N 16  SLIGO - Sligeach 
ENNISKILLEN - Inis 
Ceithleann (A4) 

 

N 17 SLIGO - Sligeach GALWAY - Gaillimh 

Include KNOCK - Chnoc Mhuire and 

Airport symbol northbound from 
Claremorris and southbound from 
Collooney 
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Table 2.2.5: Terminal Destinations for National Primary Route Signage (Continued) 

 

National  

Route No. 

Terminal 

Destinations 

Terminal 

Destinations 
Notes 

N 18  

(M 18) 
GALWAY - Gaillimh LIMERICK ï Luimneach  

Include SHANNON ï Sionainn and 

Airport symbol southbound from 
Oranmore and northbound from Limerick 

N 19 

(N 18) 
SHANNON ïSionainn 

LIMERICK ï Luimneach 

/ GALWAY - Gailliamh 
 

N 20 LIMERICK - Luimneach CORK - Corcaigh 
Include SHANNON ï Sionainn and 

Airport symbol northbound from 
M20/N21 junction  

N 21 LIMERICK - Luimneach TRALEE - Trá Lí 
Include KILLARNEY ï Cill Airne 

southbound from M20/N21 junction on 
Route Confirmatory signs only 

N 22 TRALEE ï Trá Lí CORK - Corcaigh 
Include KILLARNEY - Cill Airne on 
Route Confirmatory signs only 

N 23 LIMERICK - Luimneach KILLARNEY - Cill Airne  

N 24 LIMERICK - Luimneach 
WATERFORD - Port 
Láirge 

 

N 25 CORK - Corcaigh ROSSLARE ï Ros Láir  

Use WATERFORD - Port Láirge 

eastbound from Cork to Kilmeadan and 
then use ROSSLARE ï Ros Láir.  
Westbound use WATERFORD ï Port 
Láirge until Belview and then use CORK 
ï Corcaigh 

N 26 
BALLINA ï Béal an 
Átha 

DUBLIN - Áth Cliath  

N 27 CORK - Corcaigh 
CORK AIRPORT - 
Aerfort na Chorcaí 

 

N 28 CORK - Corcaigh 
RINGASKIDDY - Rinn 
an Scidígh 

 

N 29 
WATERFORD - Port 
Láirge 

BELVIEW PORT - Port 
Belview 

 

N 30 
NEW  ROSS ï Ros 
Mhic Thriúin 

ENNISCORTHY ï Inis 
Córthaidh 

 

N 31 
BLACKROCK ï An 
Charraigh Dhubh  

Dún Laoghaire  

N32 M50  
MALAHIDE ï Mullach 
Íde 

 

N33 
ARDEE ï Baile Átha 
Fhirdhia 

M1 
Use BELFAST ï Béal Feirste and 
DUBLIN ï Áth Cliath when signing the 
M1 from the N33 

M50 

The M50 ring road includes the following as straight ahead destinations: 

NORTHBOUND ï Ó Thuaidh, SOUTHBOUND ï Ó Dheas, AIRPORT ï Aerfort, DUBLIN PORT  
- Calfort Áth Cliath and Dún Laoghaire. 

 

Note: Refer to www.transport.ie for most up to date details. 

 

http://www.transport.ie/
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Table 2.2.6: Terminal and Intermediate Destinations for National Secondary Route 
Signage 

 

National  

Route No. 

Terminal 

Destinations 

Intermediate 

Destinations 
Terminal Destinations 

N 51 
MULLINGAR ï An 
Muileann gCearr 

NAVAN ï An Uaimh 
DROGHEDA ï Droichead 
Átha 

N 52 NENAGH ï An tAonach 
TULLAMORE ï Tulach Mhór 

MULLINGAR ï An Muileann gCearr 
DUNDALK ï Dún Dealgan 

N 53 
CASTLEBLANEY ï Baile 
Na Lorga / DERRY - Doire 

 DUNDALK ï Dún Dealgan 

N 54 MONAGHAN - Muineachán  CAVAN ï An Cabhán 

N 55 
ATHLONE ï Baile Átha 
Luain 

 CAVAN ï An Cabhán 

N 56 DONEGAL ï Dún na nGall 

KILLYBEGS ï Na Cealla Beaga 

GLENTIES ï Na Gleannta 

DUNGLOW -An Clochán Liath 

DUNFANAGHY ï Dún 
Fionnachaidh 

LETTERKENNY ï Leitir 
Ceanainn 

N 58 FOXFORD ï Béal an Easa   
CASTLEBAR ï Caisleán 
an Bharraigh 

N 59 SLIGO - Sligeach 

BALLINA ï Béal an Átha 

BANGOR ï Beannchar 

WESTPORT ï Cathair na Mart 

CLIFDEN ï An Clochán 

GALWAY ï Gaillimh 

N 60 
CASTLEBAR ï Caisleán 
an Bharraigh 

 
ROSCOMMON ï Ros 
Comáin 

N 61 SLIGO - Sligeach ROSCOMMON ï Ros Comáin 
ATHLONE ï Baile Átha 
Luain 

N 62 
ATHLONE ï Baile Átha 
Luain 

BIRR ï Biorra 

ROSCREA ï Ros Cré 

THURLES ï Durlas 

CASHEL ï Caiseal 

N 63 GALWAY - Gaillimh ROSCOMMON ï Ros Comáin LONGFORD ï An Longfort 

N 65 GALWAY - Gaillimh PORTUMNA ï Port Omna 
BORRISOKANE ï Buiríos 
Uí Chéin 

N 66 GORT  - An Gort  
LOUGHREA ï Baile Locha 
Riach 

N 67 GALWAY - Gaillimh 

ENNISTIMON ï Inis Díomáin  

KILKEE ï Cill Chaoi 

Include ferry symbol southbound 
from Ennistimon 

KILRUSH ï Cill Rois 

N 68 
KILRUSH ï Cill Rois 
(Include ferry symbol) 

 ENNIS ï Inis 

N 69 TRALEE - Trá Lí 
LISTOWEL ï Lios Tuathail and 
include FOYNES ï Faing 
southbound on DS and RC 

LIMERICK ï Luimneach 

N 70 TRALEE - Trá Lí 

CAHERSIVEEN ï Cathair 
Saidhbhín 

KILLORGLIN ï Cill Orglan 

KENMARE ï Neidín 
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Table 2.2.6: Terminal and Intermediate Destinations for National Secondary Route 
Signage (Continued) 

 

 

Note: Refer to www.transport.ie for most up to date details. 

 

 

 

National  

Route No. 

Terminal 

Destinations 

Intermediate 

Destinations 
Terminal Destinations 

N 71 KILLARNEY - Cill Airne SKIBBEREEN ï An Sciobairín CORK - Corcaigh 

N 72 KILLORGLIN ï Cill Orglan 
KILLARNEY - Cill Airne MALLOW - 
Mala 

DUNGARVAN ï Dún 
Garbhán 

N 73 MALLOW - Mala  
MITCHELSTOWN ï Baile 
Mhistéala 

N 74 
TIPPERARY ï Tiobraid 
Árann 

 CASHEL - Caiseal 

N 75 THURLES - Durlas  DUBLIN - Áth Cliath 

N 76 CLONMEL ï Cluain Meala  
KILKENNY ï Cill 
Chainnigh 

N 77 
KILKENNY ï Cill 
Chainnigh 

DURROW - Darú Port Laoise 

N 78 
KILKENNY ï Cill 
Chainnigh 

ATHY ï Baile Átha Í 
DUBLIN - Áth Cliath.   
Include M9 from Athy 

N 80 
TULLAMORE ï Tulach 
Mhór 

Port Laoise 

CARLOW ï Ceatharlach 

ENNISCORTHY ï Inis 
Córthaidh 
Include ROSSLARE ïRos 
Láir southbound from 
Carlow 

N 81 DUBLIN - Áth Cliath BLESSINGTON ï Baile Coim 
ENNISCORTHY ï Inis 
Córthaidh 

N 82 TALLAGHT - Tamhlacht  RATHCOOLE ï Ráth Cúil 

N 83 TUAM ï Tuaim 
BALLYHAUNIS ï Béal Átha 
hAmhnais 

CHARLESTOWN ï Baile 
Chathail 

N 84 GALWAY - Gaillimh  
CASTLEBAR ï Caisleán 
an Bharraigh 

N 85 ENNIS - Inis  
ENNISTIMON ï Inis 
Diomáin 

N 86 TRALEE - Trá Lí  An Daingean 

N 87 
BELTURBET ï Béal 
Tairbirt 

 
SWANLINBAR ï An 
Muileann Iarainn 

http://www.transport.ie/
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Figure 2.2.3: 

 

Map of Ireland showing Terminal and 
Intermediate Destinations for National 

Primary and National Secondary Route 
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2.2.17 Directional information signs on National Primary routes 
must display the listed terminals indicated in Table 2.2.5 
and in accordance with the rules in Table 2.2.4.  
Intermediate destinations shall not be used on National 
Primary routes without prior approval from the National 
Roads Authority. 

 
2.2.18 Directional information signs on National Secondary 

routes must display either the terminal destinations or 
intermediate destinations as indicated in Table 2.2.6.  
The destinations signed must be in accordance with the 
rules of Table 2.2.4. 

 
2.2.19 Where a route crosses the border, Advance Direction 

Signs should show cross-border routes: e.g. N16/A4 
Sligo ï Enniskillen. 

 
2.2.20 Destinations shown on National Primary roads may 

include terminal destinations of spur routes.  Examples of 
spur routes include:  

 The N5 and N6 which branch from the N4;  

 The N8 and N9 which branch from the N7. 

In general the maximum number of spur routes to be 
shown on each route signed is two per direction.   

 
 
OTHER DESTINATIONS 
 
2.2.21 Other destinations to show on directional information 

signs will usually be a county town or town of sizeable 
population.  Such locations may be off the travelled route 
or have been bypassed. 

 
2.2.22 In the case of National Secondary roads where no 

significant location exists between the junction to be 
signed and the end of the route, the nearest significant 
location on an adjoining route may be displayed.  This 
should be included on any bypass route and displayed as 
an intermediate destination. 

 
2.2.23 The design of tourist signs for tourist and leisure 

destinations are detailed in Chapter 4.  Tourist 
information should generally be separated from 
directional information signage and be sited in 
accordance with the general principles described in 
Chapter 1.   
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GENERIC PHRASES ï LOCAL ACCESS, HOSPITAL, etc. 
 
2.2.24 óCITY CENTRE ï An Lárô should be used on signs to 

indicate the city centres of Dublin, Cork, Limerick, 
Galway and Waterford from relevant points within the city 
boundaries. 

 
2.2.25 óTOWN CENTREô with the town name in Irish, should be 

used on signs indicating the town centre of all other 
towns from relevant points within the town boundaries. 

 
2.2.26 Outside these boundaries, the city or town name should 

be used as normal on directional information signs. 
 
2.2.27 On National Primary routes the term óNORTHBOUND ï 

Ó Thuaidhô, óSOUTHBOUND ï Ó Dheasô, óEASTBOUND 
ï Ó Thoirô or óWESTBOUND ï č Thairô may be used as a 
destination: e.g. óM50 SOUTHBOUND ï Ó Dheasô. 

 
2.2.28 The use of compass-point terms describing regional 

destinations (such as óthe Southwestô or óthe Northô) do 
not provide clear information to the driver and such terms 
shall not be used as destinations on directional 
information signs.  

 
2.2.29 Terms like óLocal Accessô, óLocal Roadô, Local Traffic and 

óCul-de-Sacô should not be used on directional signage.  
Instead of óLocal Accessô or óLocal Roadô, a specific 
destination such as a townland and local road number on 
a direction sign should be used when a townland name is 
appropriate, or a Local Road Number Plate if there is no 
significant townland. 

 
2.2.30 óIndustrial Estateô, óTechnical Parkô, óIDA Irelandô and 

other generic terms give very little information to a driver, 
especially when used repeatedly along a route.  Some 
like óIndustrial Estateô and óTechnical Parkô also take up 
large areas of the sign and as a result decrease the 
clarity of other information.  Only the townland/district 
name and local road number or just the road number 
shall be used in such situations. 

 
2.2.31 Industrial estates and technical parks should be signed 

only from the nearest junction accessing the estate or 
park from a National route.  The symbol for industrial 
estate should be used instead of the words óIndustrial 
Estate / Ionad Tionscoilô, óTechnical Park / Pairc 
Teicneola²ochtaô.  The symbol is illustrated in Figure 
2.2.5 and detailed in Chapter 4.  It can be augmented by 
the specific name of the estate or park, excluding the 
above terms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2.2.4:  
Extract from 

Map Type Sign 
Showing óSOUTHBOUNDô 

as a Destination. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2.2.5:  

Symbol F 22 ï Industrial 
Estate 
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2.2.32 Colleges, institutions and conference centres may be 
signed only if the student or delegate capacity is greater 
than 3,500.  Any such signs should be displayed on 
brown tourist/amenity signs separate from route 
directional signage (see Chapter 4).  It shall be signed 
once only on the nearest National route and followed 
through at all subsequent decision points to the 
destination. 
 

2.2.33 Hospitals with 24-hour accident and emergency facilities 
should be signed on directional signs, using the hospital 
symbol illustrated in Figure 2.2.6 and detailed in Chapter 
4.  
 

2.2.34 Where there is more than one accident and emergency 
hospital in a town or city, a signage strategy should be 
agreed between the hospital and the Overseeing 
Organisation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2.2.6: 
Symbol F 13 ï Hospital
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2.3 Text and Dimensions Used in Sign Face Design
 
ALPHABETS 
 
2.3.1 The alphabet prescribed for use on directional 

information signs is that known as ñTransport Heavyò.  
The only exceptions in the use of this type face are the 
upper case 'A', 'M' and 'N' and the lower case 'a' and 'i' 
letters in the Irish script for which a special form is 
prescribed. 

 
2.3.2 The Irish script is inclined at 15 degrees and also 

includes a fada (accent). 

 

 
óXô-HEIGHT AND STROKE WIDTH DIMENSIONS 
 
2.3.3 The 'x'-height and stroke width (s/w) are the common 

dimensions used when designing sign faces.  The óxô-
height is the vertical height of the lower case 'x'.  The 
stroke width is the dimension used when specifying 
clearances between the different elements of the sign 
face.  It is equal to one quarter of the 'x'-height.  
 

2.3.4 All upper and lower case letters, numerals and 
associated characters are placed on individual ñtilesò to 
assist in the correct spacing of text.  The tile height is 
twice the 'x'-height.  The ratio, therefore, of stroke width 
to 'x'-height to tile height is 1:4:8.  This relationship is 
illustrated in Figure 2.3.1. 

 
2.3.5 The tile embodies the recommended horizontal 

clearances in the total space occupied by each character 
of the Transport Heavy typeface.  Consequently each 
character has its own tile width and this is expressed as 
a percentage of the 'x'-height.  Figures 2.3.2 and 2.3.3 
show how the characters are placed in tiles.  They also 
indicate the special tiles of lesser width for the letters T, 
V, or Y when they are followed by a, e, g, o, r or u.  A 
specially increased tile width, also defined, for the upper 
case 'W' is to be used when any other upper case letter 
follows it. 
 

2.3.6 The size of a sign is determined by its 'x'-height.  The 
appropriate recommended 'x'-height for different speed 
categories of road is given in Table 2.3.1.  The sign face 
is designed by arranging the different elements of the 
sign according to dimensions in stroke widths, of borders, 
tiles and symbols and the recommended clearances 
stipulated later in this section.  The overall sign size can 
be calculated by applying the selected 'x'-height. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2.3.1:  
óxô-height and Stroke 
Width Relationship 
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Table 2.3.1: Letter Size and Siting Details for Directional Information Signs. 

Type of Road or Sign Advance Direction Signs Direction Signs 
Route 

Confirmatory 
Signs  

Route 
Direction 

Sign 

Route 
Marker Sign 

 
óxô height 

(mm) 

Distance of Sign from 
Intersection (m) 

Minimum Clear 
Visibility Distance 

of Sign (m) 

x-height 
(mm) 

Minimum  Clear 
Visibility Distance 

of Sign (m) 
x-height (mm) x-height (mm) x-height (mm) 

Overhead Gantry 250  
Standard Siting (1km / 

500m) (Notes 9 and 10) 
300 (Note 10) - - - - - 

Exit Taper Gantry - - - 250  300 (Note 9) - - - 

Exit Sign - - - 200 140 - - - 

Motorway 
200 (250) 

(Note 3) 

Standard Siting  

(Notes 4, 9 and 10) 
180 200 (Note 5) 140 200 (Note 13) - 

120-150 

(100) 
11

 

Dual Carriageway with speed 
limit Ó 100km/h 

200 (250)  

(Note 3) 

Standard Siting 

(Note 4) 
180 200 (Note 5) 140 200 150 

150-120 

(100)
11

 

Diverge Slip Road at Grade 
Separated Junction (Note 6) 

100 (80)  

(Note 3) 

50m or halfway along slip 
road whichever is less 

60 100 (Note 5) 60 - - - 

Dual Carriageway with speed 
limit :100km/h 

200 (150) 

(Note 3) 

230 

(Note 2) 
140 

150 or 100  

(Note 5) 
110 (75) 150 150 

120-150 

(100) 
11

 

Single Carriageway with speed 
limit of 100km/h.  

100 (120) 

(Note 3) 

150  

(Note 2) 
120 100 (Note 5) 75 100 100 150-120 

11
 

Single Carriageway with speed 
limit Ò 80km/h 

100 (80) (60) 

(Note 3) 
100 ï 150  60 100 (Note 5) 30 100 100 100 

Notes   

1. Every effort should be made to provide the requirements in the table above.  Designers should only reduce the provision in cases of severe restrictions, such as in urban areas where the 
environmental impacts of large signage can be severe. 

2. The siting distances in the table above apply to level roads: they should be decreased on uphill gradients and increased on down-hill gradients (see Chapter 1).  

3. Un-bracketed x-heights shall be used on new or improved routes.  The size in brackets may be used with prior approval from the Overseeing Organisation.  

4. At the terminal of a motorway or a high speed dual carriageway road ADS signs should be positioned at 500m and again at 100m to 150m from the junction or roundabout. 

5. Direction Signs at roundabout islands are to be designed with 80mm x-height for high-level signs and 100mm x-height for low-level signs. 

6. For this purpose the diverge slip road is defined as the slip approaching the interchange roundabout or junction, not any part of the slip running parallel to the mainline.   

7. Fingerpost Signs are to be designed using 50mm x-height.   

8. Route Marker Signs may be used with an 80mm x-height in lieu of Route Confirmatory Signs where space is restricted.  An x-height of 50mm should only be used at local road junctions or restricted 
junctions and with prior approval from the Overseeing Organisation.  Route Confirmatory Signs should be placed approximately 200m downstream from the end of the merge taper or junction. 

9. Lane Drop Gantry Sign should be sited at the start of the nosing and Exit Taper Gantry Signs should be sited at the start of the exit taper. 

10. Gantry and ADS Map type signs on grade separated roads should generally be sited at 1km and 500m from the start of the diverge taper. 

11. Route Marker Signs have 150mm óxô-height on single digit routes (M1) and 120mm óxô-height on double digit routes (M50). 

12. Local Road Direction Signs and Name Plates shall be 70mm óxô-height (or 60mm or 80mm as required) 

13. Next Exit Signs have the same óxô-height as a Route Confirmatory Sign and are positioned at 2km and 4km in advance of the start of the taper for a Motorway/National Primary intersection. 

14. Butterfly Signs have an óxô-height of 300mm on motorways and 250mm on dual carriageways and are positioned in the diverge taper. 
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LETTER AND BLOCK SPACING 
 
2.3.7 Each character available in the English and Irish script is 

illustrated mounted on a tile in Figures 2.3.2 and 2.3.3.  
Both scripts are mounted on rectangular tiles that stand 
upright.  As the Irish script is inclined at 15 degrees, 
letters in the Irish language stand on slanted 
(rhomboidal) tiles.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Figure 2.3.2: 
English Upper and Lower Case Transport Heavy Alphabet 

(TP Heavy Font) 


